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conceptions is evidently sufficiently appreciated to make possible the addi- 
tional value of being up-to-date. 

J. H. Tufts. 
The University of Chicago. 



L' instability mentale : Essai sur les donnees de la psycho-pathologie. Par 
G.-L. Duprat. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1899. — pp. 310. 

This volume appears in the Bibliotheque de philosophie contemporaine. 
"One will be deceived," says the author in the introduction, "if one 
expects to find under this title more than an essay in philosophy. Our 
rdle is not so much to write a work of science as to criticise the results of 
science and to examine the first principles of each particular science, in 
order to give them a philosophic foundation." In accordance with this 
purpose, the book is divided into three parts. The first part treats of the 
general relations between the normal mind and the pathological mind ; 
the second part reviews the facts of mental pathology ; the third part is 
given over to practical conclusions. In the first part, the author argues 
against the view that mental disorders are caused solely by anatomical 
and physiological defects. In support of his opinion, he adduces the fact 
that mental disorders occur without lesions of the brain. But even when 
lesions are present, he holds that mental diseases have mental causes, 
because the biological centers are also psychic centers. Another question 
which the author takes up in the first part, is the meaning of consciousness. 
Is it to be regarded as unity or plurality, as ' thing divisible ' or ' act indi- 
visible ' ? He decides in favor of the latter view, on the ground that the 
unity of the individual comes about by the subordination of the psycho- 
physiological centers to one another and to a unique center ; and, further, 
because every state of consciousness is a synthesis of common elements 
which could not subsist alone. The result that emerges from this discus- 
sion is that the normal consciousness is systematic, while the abnormal 
consciousness is asystematic. The survey of the facts of mental pathology 
constitutes the bulk of the book. The facts are arranged under two heads : 
the pathology of mental functions, and the pathology of personality. Under 
the former head are grouped instability of intellect ; of tendency ; of emo- 
tion ; of action. Under the latter head, diseases of personality ; morbid 
stability ; mental pathology according to sex, age, and function. In the 
practical conclusions, the question of the cure of mental diseases is rather 
hopefully discussed. Suggestion may be of use in some cases ; but the 
most favorable time and place for correction and cure is during youth in 
the schools. While the author has no theory of treatment, he advocates 
such a system of education as will curb all tendency to instability. 

H. C. Stevens. 
Cornell University. 



